- held an inqui

roomfi h their par
Rev. R. W. Thrupp was chgsen foreman of the jury.

Francis James Phrmnb, agﬁcultnrul labourer, said
the deceased were his sons.. Richard wos employed
by Mr. James, of Whitehill, and Francis George was
apprenticed as a carpenter. Richard lived in the
house. . On Wedneaday evening Richard told him
they wore going down to bathe. Witness knew the
were going to tgc Stour, but not to a spot from whie
the never bathed before. He thought Francis

d swim a little, but not the other one, and witness
fancied that Francis was going to give Richard a
lesson. The elder lad was not o good swimmer. Heo
identified the cord (produced) as some which had been
on his premises for a long time. B8idney Mooring,
who wos with them, told his wife that tho lads were
miesing, and he made straight for the S8tour, whero
he thought they were likely to be. On the way he
met & boy who told him to make straight for Foxhill
Bank. hen he got there he sont o man for a boat,
a3 he thought they would have a dimcultgoin finding
them. Arthur Hathaway recovered the bodies half.
an-hour afterwards. They were quite dead. When
witnoss saw him on the bank there was no cord round
Amor. Both of the lads were very good sons.

By, M}, Bates : He could not say whether the lads
had been sccustomed to taking the cord with them.
Witneas could not say why they went to that por-
ticular place.

Mr. Mooring : They have been there hefore.

By Mr. Bates : They went to bathe perhaps once
or twice a week.

Mr. Lodder said He would get particulars au to the
depth of the river from another witness.

r. J. H. Taylor remarked that moat of the jury
knew the place well.

Sidney Malburn Mooring, 12, living at Broomfields,
said he went down to the river on Wednesdey evening
with the doceased about seven o'clock. They went
down to bhathe, and he saw the two get into the
water at Foxhill Bank. The water was very de
where they entered.  Francis could swim s little, but
not Amos. He did not know why they chose that
;pot. It waa not very deep where Amos first got in.

rancis entered the water at a different spot. He
wanted to go where ho could dive. Witnoss, who had
started to fish, heard a ngloﬁh, but did not aztually
aoe Francis dive. Thay had a ropz with them, and
Francis said he would have it round him. Amos
could hold the other end, so that if Francis went too
far Amos could get him out. Witnesa went on with
his fishing, and about two minutes afterwards, ngt
hearing them, ho went to see what they were doing.
.Witness saw one of ths lada come up a little way, and
knew that thoy were drowning or in danger, He
heard no shouting of any kind. [If they hed made
any noise ho should have heard it, as ho wus only
ten yards away. When ho saw one of theni rise he
held out & stick to him, but the man (he did not know
which of the brothers it -was) did not take hold of it,
The atick reached him. Witnoss then ran to Broom.
fields and gave the alarm immedintely.

By Mr. Taylor : He had seen them hathing before,
but not at Foxhill. He had not scen them with the
ro%e before. : ¢

y the Corcnor: The usual bathing place was
lower down, where it was not 8o deep. Witness could
swim a little. _ |

Mr. Loddor : I wonder if you know what a risk you
ran in handing the stick to the man..  °

By Mr. Bates : Witness undressed but did not go
in. Ho went away to fish. :

By Mr. Mooring : There were byshes between the

‘ dortninstér gc})bolg;, :

deceased and him, The river was rathor wide at the
anot.. ] ‘ ai

| On arriving ho found the bodies had

! men, who seemed to be in the best of health, tock it

to get in there.

"churchyard *and near the grave.
_eonducted by the Vicar,

“Arthut John Hathaway, cstate labourer, of
Preston-on-8tour, said a few minutes past eight a
hoy told him that Frark snd Richard Plumb were
drowned at Foxhill. . He started running, and over.
took s man named Rimell, who had two hocks with
him. Witness took one and commenced dragging.
When, he got to the place there were about 30 people
there. It was two or three minutes befors he re-
covered the bodies. He pulled Richard out first,
and found the rope twisted tightly round his wrist.
He asked o man named Kite to awist him in pulling
Francia out, The latter had the rol[m over one
shoulder and under the other arm. They did not

sppear to have heen struggling. ]
g‘ler. J. H. Taylor said he was there when the bodies

were brought, and Richard looked ay if he had had
cramp very badly in the toos.

Witnesa added that a few minutes after he re-
covered the bodies P.c. Barrett appeared on the scene,

By Mr. Bates: The bodies were four or five feet
from the bank. There was a shelf running along and
then a deep hole, nnd he should ray it was from eight
to ten fect deep in the hole. It swirled round the
corner. In his opinion it was a dangerous spot for
bathing, and if a person’got out of his depth he would
drown. :

The Coroner : Were they atrong mon ?

The Rev. R. W. Thrupp: Very fine men, One
would be aix fect high, and the other nearly so.

P.c. Barrott, of Alderminstor, said about 8.30
p.m. he received information at his station reapecting
the drowning of the two Plumba. He at once
obtained a vehicle, and went with all K:ﬂiblo speod.

en recovered
from the river. He f{ailed to find any scara or
marka.

Hathngray, re-called, said the younger brother waos
nearer to the bank.

‘P.c. Barrett said the river waa 30ft. wide there and
very deep. He could swim, but he should not care
He found the rope in the way de-
scribed by tho last witness.” Tho clothes were about
five or six yarda from the spot. \

Mr. Lodder said it was a very sad and unfortunate
case, and they would have no difficulty in coming to
n conclusion a3 to the cause of death. Two young

into their heads that they should like to bathe, and
they went to a decp part of the river, although neither
of them could swim properly. It wa« extraordinary
that no noise should have been heard by the witness
Mooring, although it wad quite possible the deceased
did not shout. Mooring bshaved very well indeed

for a boy. He threw out a stick, and when he saw
t-llmt did not answer wasted no time in giving the
alarm.

The jury returned a verdict [of ** Aecidentally
drownsd ;,vhiledbathing in tge river Stour,” and ex-
ressed their deep sympathy: with the parents in
fhfir aad bereavergegt. h‘.’ Y . .

juror suggested that a proper bathing pl

should be found in the villngor, ax!:)g all otheg prl)nz‘;:
prohibited. 2

Mr. Lodder said the idea was a good one, and the
Parish Council might try to do something in the
mattor. y

Mr. and Mrs. Plumb desire to oexpress their sincore
thanks to the residenta of Alderminster, Preston-on.
Stour, and Wimpstone, and other friends, for the
sympathy and kindness extended to them in their
and bereavement.

. ¢ THE PUNERAL,

 The funeral of the two brothers took place on
Saturday afternoon at the parish church, Afder.
minster. The sad event called forth many éxpres.
sions of deep sorrow and sincere sympathy. In
addition to the chief monrners, a large congregation
assembled to pay s last tribute of rospect, and many,
unable to find seats in’ the church waited in the
The service was

y-the -
The:




